ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY, YEAR B
Service of Holy Eucharist
February 11, 2023 8 AM.

St. Thomas’s Church Welcomes Everyone

Wherever you happen to be on your spiritual journey, there is a place for you here, and
we invite you to participate as fully as you wish. There is a saying in the Episcopal tradition
that answers many a question: “All may, some do, but none must.” We gather to feast on
Word and sacrament and song, to learn and inquire, to enjoy relaxed fellowship and find
mutual support. And we are sent out to be the Body of Christ in the wotld, to do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

To participate in worship today all you need is this bulletin. If you are new or visiting,
we invite you to consider filling out a blue information card (located in the pew rack).

You can use it to request a nametag, which will be waiting for you on the table inside the
main entrance.

All church spaces are accessible. Handicapped parking and a wheelchair ramp are
located in back of the building; a lift for access to the second floor is located at the
stairway.

Restrooms are located on the second floor. Go through the double doors near the pulpit,
upstairs to the second floor, and to the far end of the hallway. A gender-neutral

restroom with baby changing table is in the Vesting Room, located opposite the
double doors near the pulpit.

Three seating areas at the front of the nave are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the
two areas in front of the front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child
should be accompanied by a caregiver.

Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC
— Guest. Your device will open a web browser and the St. Thomas’s website. Bulletins are
posted in the website’s Bulletin Archive. To reduce printing, we encourage worshippers to
use their smart devices to follow the service.

St. Thomas’s Church is located on Eansketambawg (Quinnipiac) land. This acknowledgment
compels us to pause: in gratitude for the Quinnipiac and other Algonquin-speaking stewards of the
territory that is now Connecticut; in regret for Christianity’s participation in the colonization of the
Americas; and in faith that God’s reconciling power will bring true healing to the Earth and all its
inhabitants.







At the bidding of the presider, please stand.

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Presider:  Let us pray.

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your
good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All are seated.



THE FIRST LESSON ISATAH 40:27-31

Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, My way is hidden from the Lord, and my
right is disregarded by my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint and strengthens the
powetless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted, but those
who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: = Thanks be to God.

All stand.

THE GOSPEL MARK 9:2-9

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Presider: ~ The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

All are seated,

THE SERMON

After the sermon, all remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
[A Resource from the Episcopal Church Standing Commission on Liturgy & Music]

Presider
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Intercessor and People

God of love, we pray for your church: For all lay and ordained ministers, and for all who
seek you in the community of the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out
your work of reconciliation in the world. God of love, Hear our prayers for the
church.

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and

unity across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that

they would serve the common good. Inspire all people with courage to speak out against
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hatred, to actively resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love. God of freedom,
Hear our prayers for the world.

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: For the animals
and birds, the mountains and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have no voice of
their own. Stir up in us a thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that
we may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and abundance that you have

given us. God of justice, Hear our prayers for the earth.

God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools and
markets; for our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a desire for equality,
respect, and opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice and peace among all
people, beginning here at home. God of peace, Hear our prayers for this community.

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose lives are
closely linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family. For
refugees and prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those
tacing violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice. Awaken in us compassion and
humility of spirit, as we seek and serve Christ in all persons. God of mercy, Hear our
prayers for all who are in need.

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every generation who
have worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who
died because of hatred; and for all the communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call to
proclaim your Good News, by word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious

company of the saints in light. God of grace, Hear our prayers for those who have
died.

God of understanding, we pray also for those things that we now offer to you either
silently or aloud. [You are invited to offer your prayer intentions.]

Presider

Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that barriers
would crumble and divisions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers of the broken
wortld. Unite us with all people in bonds of love, that the whole earth and all its peoples
may be at peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Presider
Let us confess our sins to God. [Stlence is kept.]

Presider and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
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We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
ceternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Presider: ~ The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Please remain in place while greeting your neighbors with a sign of peace. You may then be
seated for brief announcements and the Offertory Anthem.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your financial support is sincerely appreciated. We will not pass a collection plate today;
collection plates are located at the doors. To give online, go to the Church website Home
page (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and click GIVE NOW. If viewing this document
electronically, simply CLICK HERE. Thank you!

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

While the Presider sets the table, the People come forward to encircle the altar for the
Eucharistic prayer. You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Standing
time 1s approximately 15 minutes. If this is difficult for you, please feel free to sit in a chair
near the altar or in the the front row of pews. You may also remain where you are.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP 1

Presider:  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Presider:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.


https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRjlaa8kk38nFSc7qZC8ojCks4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboueWRKPI6Vr5O0LVBV63LB8s=&ver=3

Presider
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and
fountain of mercy.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you
replenish us and call us to fullness of life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we
lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Presider
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth
your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another,
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of
salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving

himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom
and life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider and People



Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Presider

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your
children, that with | and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we
may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glotry, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.

Our Father in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be your Name, who sin against us.
your kingdom come, Save us from the time of trial,
your will be done, and deliver us from evil.
on earth as in heaven. For the kingdom, the power,
Give us today our daily bread. and the glory are yours,
Forgive us our sins, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.
Presider:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

For the distribution of communion, the priest will come to you. Extend your hands, and
the priest will place the bread in them. To receive a blessing instead of communion, cross
your arms over your chest. After receiving communion or a blessing, please return to your
original seat.

After all have received communion, all stand.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Presider: ~ Let us pray.

Presider and People



Loving God, we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Presider:  [The Presider blesses the People.]
People: Amen.

DISMISSAL

Presider:  [The Presider dismisses the People.]
People: Thanks be to God.
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Announcements

For all the latest news and information, see last week’s edition of the Weekly Parish Enews. From the
Parish website Home page (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), click Enews Archive for the latest edition or

Enews (subscribe) to subscribe.

IRIS Run for Refugees: It’s in progress! Thanks to Jennifer Herdt and all donors to the St. Thomas's Team.

We had a great Parish Annual Meeting last Sunday. We had a great parish annual meeting this past Sunday.

See Thursday’s Enews for details.

Donating Clothing for Loaves and Fishes. Our support for the clothing ministry is ongoing. Please be
thoughtful in your selection of items. Current specific requests include: men’s/women’s jeans; men’s short-sleeved
shirts, sweaters, jackets, shoes, new socks; winter clothing only until March 15. Bring donations to St. Thomas's
(leave them in the tub at the Whitney Ave. entrance) or to Loaves and Fishes (Thurs-Sat, 9-11 a.m., in the driveway

at 57 Olive St.).

Serving Today

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Heidi Thotsen
Music Director: Matthew Cramer

Organist: Noah Klein

Lector:

Intercessor:

Sacristan: Madeleine Anderson

Coffee Hour Hosts: Young Adult Episcopalians
Vestry Host: Madeleine Anderson

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Preacher-in-Residence
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp

Church Vestry

Jennifer Herdt (Senior Warden)
Linda Meyer (Junior Warden)

Bill English (Treasurer)

Denise Terry (Clerk)

Madeleine Anderson ¢ Max Ballardo
Morgen Campbell ¢ Ricardo Chavira
Alexandria Robison 4 Claire Scully

This Week’s Prayer Intentions

Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially:
the people of Russia and the people of Ukraine; the
people of Gaza and the people of Israel; all who are
afflicted by war and natural disaster

Pray for those who have died.

In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of
Prayer, pray for: St. John’s, Essex; St. Paul’s, Fairfield;
St. Timothy’s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael’s, Fairfield;
St. James’, Farmington; Haitian ministry in the Episcopal
Church in Connecticut

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for: Province
of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan

In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical

Prayer Cycle, pray for: Austria, Liechtenstein,
Switzerland

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY

SCHOOL

Matthew Cramer, Music Director
Noah Klein, Organist

¢ music@stthomasnewhaven.org

830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 777-7623 ¢ www.stthomasnewhaven.org

Julie Kelly, Administrator ¢ j.kelly@stthomasnewhaven.org
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